
Did you know?
Many believe that green cleaning
solutions are low quality; however
there are many third party certified

cleaners that create long lasting
suds for effective cleaning.

SUSTAINABLE CLEANING SUPPLIES
A cleaner future! 

THE PROBLEM

CRITERIA FOR GREEN CLEANING PRODUCTS

Cleaning chemicals come with various sustainability issues, including:

Human health and safety: Cleaners can contain toxic ingredients that can lead to
long term health issues after continuous exposure in an enclosed space.

Water quality: Cleaning chemicals that end up in the sewer and stormwater systems
can contaminate local water supplies and cause environmental impacts like aquatic
toxicity and persistence.

Air quality: Chemically intensive products can release Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOCs) into the air and affect human respiratory health.

Energy use and CO2 emissions: Common ingredients in cleaning products include
bleach and chlorine-based ingredients, which require high amounts of electricity to
produce. These production processes have a high carbon footprint.

Here are some qualities that differentiate sustainable products from traditional ones.

Contain Eco-Labels: Eco-labels are voluntary third-party certifications that ensure products are meeting minimum
standards for environmental, social and ethical practices. These eco-labels are designed to focus on product design,
supply chain, use and disposal.

Incorporate biocompatible ingredients: Chemicals that are not harmful to the environment at the end of their useful life are
referred to as biocompatible. Substances like sodium carbonate, bicarbonate, citrate, pine oil and citrus based solvents are
naturally-based solvents that clean as effectively as their toxic counterparts like chlorine or bleach. When disposed of,
these products will not interfere with the prosperity of the ecosystem.

Minimum or recyclable packaging: Much of the packaging for cleaning products is made of single use plastic, which ends
up in the landfill. By ensuring cleaning products have minimal, recyclable or refillable packaging, landfill waste can be
reduced, and packaging can be reused or repurposed to create circularity. 

pH level close to 7.0: Persistent products with extreme pH levels can cause eutrophication and aquatic toxicity, which
harm the organisms in the ecosystem. These levels of pH are not required to create an effective cleaner. By choosing
products with a neutral pH, nearby environments can be protected from harm.

What are the proper usage instructions for this product to promote the health and
safety of people and ecosystems?
How diluted can this product be while still being effective.
Is there a way to improve handling, storage and use of the product to optimize
health and safety?
How are the remnants of this product being disposed of?
Does the product have any eco-logos or certifications?

Questions to ask before purchasing a cleaning product:
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

Key Impact Areas

ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICAL

SOCIAL INDIGENOUS



SOURCES AND RESOURCES

When creating an RFP or buying cleaning products for your workplace, keep these tips in mind:

Reduce use: The most effective way of reducing environmental impact is by reducing use. You can reduce use by choosing
highly-concentrated products to reduce the amount of manufacturing, packaging and transport needed.

Choose reusable and refillable products: Many products like cloths, gloves, brushes and sponges can be reused. Consider
grouping these types of supplies into categories, like "bathroom cleaners", and reusing them until they are no longer
functional. This can help reduce landfill waste. Similarly, choose cleaning chemicals that have refillable containers, or a
take back program for containers.

Incorporate using less and reusing in training protocols: In larger organizations, a good way to ensure all employees follow
protocols of minimal usage and reuse is to incorporate the information into training. By emphasizing the environmental
significance of these actions, employees can form habits around reducing and reusing from the beginning.

Look for third party eco-labels: Products with eco-labels, like those mentioned above, are a good way of identifying a
product's total costs of use (meaning all environmental, social and ethical costs as well as monetary cost).

Choose products with greener ingredients: Instead of bleach or chlorine-based products, choose those with ingredients
like pine oil or sodium bicarbonate. Check products for clearly printed ingredients to ensure you know what's in your
cleaners. This can help you protect ecosystems and reduce the long term negative impacts on worker health and safety.

ECO-LABELS

Certified B-Corp indicates that a
business has met rigorous standards of
social and environmental performance,
accountability and transparency.  

TOP TIPS 

EcoCert Natural Cleaning Products
identifies cleaning products that
have environmentally safe production
and processing, natural ingredients
and responsible management of
natural resources.

EcoLogo provides assurance that the
products and services bearing the logo
meet stringent standards of
environmental leadership.

Green Seal promotes products and
services that cause less toxic pollution
and waste, and minimizes their
environmental impact through extraction
and production processes. 

Cleaning product eco-labels to look out for:

NSF International: nsf.org
SPLC: sustainablepurchasing.org
RPN: responsiblepurchasing.org
USEPA: epa.gov
David Suzuki Foundation: davidsuzuki.org
The Considerate Consumer: considerate-consumer.com

Contact Reeve Consulting
Email info@reeveconsulting.com to
learn more about how you can make
even more impact in your supply chain. 

https://www.bcorporation.net/en-us/
https://www.ecocert.com/en-CA/home
https://www.ecologo.org/
https://greenseal.org/splash/
https://www.sustainablepurchasing.org/
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/all/
https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/identifying-greener-cleaning-products
https://davidsuzuki.org/living-green/how-to-shop-for-green-cleaners/
https://www.considerate-consumer.com/cleaning

